
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

   

   
 
 
 

  

AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Scoring Guidelines and Notes 
for Long Essay Question 
Question: Evaluate the extent to which patterns of immigration 
in the period 1880 to 1928 were similar to patterns of immigration 
in the period 1965 to 2000. 

Curriculum Framework Alignment 

Learning Objective History Disciplinary 
Practices and 
Reasoning Skills 

Key Concepts in 
the Curriculum 
Framework 

MIG-1.0: Explain the causes 
of migration to colonial 
North America and, later, 
the United States, and 
analyze immigration’s 
effects on U.S. society 

Targeted: 

Comparison 

Additional 
Practices/Skills: 

Argument 
Development 

Contextualization 

6.2.I, 7.2.II, 
8.3.I, 9.2.II 

Scoring Guidelines 
Maximum available points: 6 

Please note: 

Å	 Each point of the rubric is earned independently, e.g., a 
student could earn the point for contextualization without 
earning the point for thesis. 

Å	 Unique evidence from the student response is required to 
earn each point, e.g., evidence in the student response that 
qualifies for points, could not be used to earn the point 
for thesis. 

A. 	Thesis (1 point) 
Targeted Skill: Argumentation 

1 point Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible 
thesis/claim that establishes a line of reasoning. 

To earn this point, the thesis must make a claim that 
responds to the prompt, rather than merely restating 
or rephrasing the prompt. The thesis must consist of 
one or more sentences located in one place, either in 
the introduction or the conclusion. 

0 points Does not present a thesis that makes a historically 
defensible claim and establishes a line of reasoning. 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

B. Contextualization (0–1 point)
 

1 point Describes a broader historical context relevant to 
the prompt. 

To earn this point, the response must relate the 
topic of the prompt to broader historical events, 
developments, or processes that occur before, 
during, or continue after the time frame of the 
question. This point is not awarded for merely a 
phrase or a reference. 

0 points Does not describe a broader historical context 
relevant to the prompt or it is only a mere a phrase 
or a reference. 

C. Evidence (0–2 points) 

1 point	 Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to 
the topic of the prompt. 

OR 

1 point	 Supports an argument in response to the prompt 
using specific and relevant examples of evidence. 

0 points	 Does not provide specific examples of evidence 
relevant to the topic of the prompt. 

Scoring Note: To earn one point, the response must identify 
specific historical examples of evidence relevant to the topic of 
the prompt. 

To earn two points the response must use specific historical 
evidence to support an argument in response to the prompt. 

D. Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points) 

1 point	 Uses historical reasoning (e.g. comparison, 
causation, CCOT) to frame or structure an argument 
that addresses the prompt. 

OR 

2 points	 Demonstrates a complex understanding of the 
historical development that is the focus of the 
prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or 
modify an argument that addresses the question. 

0 points	 Does not use historical reasoning to structure an 
argument or demonstrate a complex understanding 
of the historical developments. 

Scoring Note: To earn the first point, the response must 
demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to frame or structure 
an argument, although the reasoning might be uneven or 
imbalanced. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 2 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

To earn the second point, the response must demonstrate a 
complex understanding. This can be accomplished in a variety of 
ways, such as: 

Å	 Explaining nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple 
variables 

Å	 Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining 
both continuity and change, or explaining multiple causes, 
or explaining both causes and effects 

Å	 Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and 
across periods 

Å	 Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating 
multiple perspectives across themes 

Å	 Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering 
diverse or alternative views or evidence 

This understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a 
phrase or reference. 

On Accuracy: The components of this rubric each require 
that students demonstrate historically defensible content 
knowledge. Given the timed nature of the exam, the essay 
may contain errors that do not detract from the overall 
quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the 
argument is accurate. 

On Clarity: These essays should be considered first drafts and 
thus may contain grammatical errors. Those errors will not be 
counted against a student unless they obscure the successful 
demonstration of the content knowledge and skills described 
above. 

Scoring Notes 

A. Thesis (1 point) 

Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/ 
claim that establishes a line of reasoning. 

To earn this point, the thesis must make a claim that responds 
to the prompt, rather than merely restating or rephrasing the 
prompt. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences 
located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion. 

An acceptable thesis would outline ways in which there were 
similarities and/or differences between patterns of immigration 
between 1880–1928 and 1965–2000. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 3 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Examples of acceptable thesis: 

Å	 “The periods of 1880–1928 and 1965–2000 saw majority 
of their immigrants coming from different places around 
the globe. However, these two time periods saw greater 
similarities in the sense both attempted to restrict 
the number of immigrants and both time periods saw 
large amounts of prejudice and segregation against the 
immigrants that came to the United State. Therefore, these 
time periods saw greater similarities than differences.” 

Å	 “American societal views on immigrants and immigration 
have in some ways remained consistent in viewpoints 
even though the targets are different. Immigration from 
1880–1928 and 1965–2000 differed more in patterns of 
immigration in the rate of assimilation and the places that 
they came from and contributed to. Therefore immigration 
patterns in the two periods, 1880–1928 and 1965–2000, 
were significantly more different than alike.” 

Unacceptable examples of thesis: 

Å	 A thesis that does not make a claim and is a simple 

restatement of the question:
 

i “The patterns of immigration from the period 1880 to 
1928 compared to 1965 to 2000 are much more similar 
then they are different. This is illustrated through 
contrasting economic, political, and social comparisons 
of the two immigrant groups.” 

Å	 An attempt at a thesis that does not make a historically 
defensible claim: 

i “Immigrants have always fled their countries to escape 
to America for reasons that stayed the same and 
changed over time. Both immigrants from 1880–1928 
and 1965–2000 have been similar and different reasons 
for coming to America. Though different people did 
come during different time periods and had assimilation 
challenges. Also how the government treated them 
when they arrived.” 

B. Contextualization (0–1 point) 

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 

To earn this point, the response must relate the topic of the 
prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes 
that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the 
question. This point is not awarded for merely a phrase or 
a reference. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 4 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Examples of context might include the following: 

Å	 The Second Industrial Revolution effect on the need for 
more workers. 

Å	 Post World War II economic prosperity and the effect on 
immigration. 

Å	 The impact of the Civil Rights movement pressuring 
Congress to change immigration laws. 

Example of acceptable contextualization: 

Å	 “The impact of the Second Industrial Revolution afforded 
immigrants the opportunity to fill jobs in the steel, meat 
packing and mining industries. The Second Industrial 
Revolution’s role in providing the promise of the ‘American 
Dream’ led to an influx of Southern and Eastern European 
immigrants seeking to leave great poverty.” 

Example of unacceptable contextualization: 

Å “The Gilded Age witnessed the growth of big business.” 
(This response provides a brief reference to the Gilded Age 
but does not meaningfully link it to broader issues relevant to 
the prompt.) 

C. 	Evidence (0–2 points) 

a) 	Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the 
topic of the prompt. 

To earn one point, the response must identify specific historical 
examples of evidence relevant to the topic of the prompt. 

Examples of specific evidence that could be used to address 
the topic of the question: 

Å Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 

Å Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1965/Hart-Celler 
Act 

Å Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 

Å “America Letters” 

Å Russian pogroms 

Å “New” Immigrants 

Å Nativism 

Å Ku Klux Klan 

Å Places of Origin: Ireland, China, Russia, Eastern and 
Southern Europe, Asia, Vietnam, Latin America, Caribbean 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 5 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

b) 	Supports an argument in response to the prompt using 
specific and relevant examples of evidence. 

To earn two points the response must use specific historical 
evidence to support an argument in response to the prompt. 

Example of evidence that supports an argument in response 
to the prompt: 

Å	 In a response with a thesis that government action in the 
aftermath of immigration was a major difference between 
immigration patterns between the periods: 

i “There were many different government laws and 
actions taken against the immigrants of two periods. 
During 1880–1928 there were restricting immigration 
legislations. The Quota Act and Immigration Act of 
1924 both focused on restricting immigrations based 
on their origin. This was deemed racially unjust by 
many immigrants. The government in 1880–1928 
did little to help the financially crippled immigrants 
due to their popular belief of trickle down theory and 
Laissez Faire.… The government legislations during 
1965–2000 mainly tried to help the immigrants such as 
the Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1965 which 
doubled the number of immigrants allowed to enter 
annually….The government during 1965–2000 provided 
much more help to the immigrants than the government 
in 1880–1928.” 

Example of unsuccessfully attempting to support an argument 
in response to the prompt: 

Å	 “In the 1900s many people who wanted to come to 
America were turned away or kicked out upon arrival 
due to the many laws restricting them. Later in 1900s, 
laws restricting immigration to America were lifted so 
that America could treat the new immigrants arriving in 
a better way. This illustrates a difference between the 
two periods of immigration” (This response does not use 
specific relevant evidence to support the argument.) 

D. 	Analysis and Reasoning (0–2 points) 

a) 	Uses historical reasoning (e.g. comparison, causation, 
CCOT) to frame or structure an argument that addresses 
the prompt. 

To earn the first point, the response must demonstrate 
the use of historical reasoning to frame or structure an 
argument, although the reasoning might be uneven or 
imbalanced. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 6 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Example acceptable uses historical reasoning: 

Å	 “The Asian (Chinese) immigrants faced restrictive 
government policy in the earlier period of immigration 
compared to the favorable treatment of Asians in the latter 
period. Similarities that both periods’ of immigrants shared 
was families immigrating and staying together, and the 
fact that immigrant refugees were accepted by America 
(Mexicans and Jews 1880–1928/Cubans and Vietnamese 
1965–2000).” 

Example that did not use historical reasoning: 

Å	 “From 1965 to 2000 very few people from China were 
allowed in the United States due to the Chinese 
Exclusion act of 1992. In comparison the number of 
Chinese rose from 1880 to 1928 during the building of the 
transcontinental railroad. Once in America, the Chinese 
were confronted with racism directed at them through 
low paying jobs, nativists groups, and political bias.” 
(This chronologically challenged response fails to address 
comparing and contrasting the patterns of immigration in 
the period 1880 to 1928 to the patterns of immigration in 
the period 1965 to 2000. A similar response that includes 
a discussion that describes a chronologically accurate 
account of the social injustices directed at each immigrant 
group would merit a point.) 

b) 	Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical 
development that is the focus of the prompt, using 
evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that 
addresses the question. 

Responses earn two points by demonstrating a complex 
understanding of comparing the patterns of immigration in 
the period 1880 to 1928 to the patterns of immigration in the 
period 1965 to 2000. To earn two points, the response 
must demonstrate a complex understanding. This can be 
accomplished in a variety of ways, such as: 

Å	 Explaining nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple 
variables. 

Å	 Explaining both similarities and differences, or explaining 
both continuity and change, or explaining and evaluating 
multiple causes. 

Å	 Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and 
across periods. 

Å	 Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating 
multiple perspectives across themes. 

Å	 Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering 
diverse or alternative views or evidence. 

This understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a 
phrase or reference. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 7 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Ways of demonstrating a complex understanding for this prompt 
might include: 

Å	 Explaining both similarities AND differences in the 
patterns of immigration in the period 1880 to 1928 and in 
the patterns of immigration in the period 1965 to 2000. 

Example that demonstrates a complex understanding of the 
historical development: 

Å	 “In the late 1800s, the government followed a laissez-faire 
policy and did not aid immigrants much, so the only related 
legislation passed was the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 
which prohibited Chinese immigration for 10 years. On the 
contrary, the late 1900s immigrants benefitted from the 
legal system. Because part of Lyndon Johnson’s Big Four 
Reforms was immigration, the Immigrant and Nationality 
Act of 1965 doubled the number of immigrants allowed to 
enter annually. Although he did set limits of immigrants 
from the western Hemisphere, he did allow the admission 
of close relatives of U.S. citizens. A similarity that existed 
was that during both time periods, the people immigrating 
did not find the same equality and rights that natives had. 
America was idealized as the land of opportunity where 
a poor person could work up to achieve a higher level in 
society. There was not the same rigid social structure 
that existed in some other areas of the world and there 
was freedom of religion. During both time periods despite 
gaining more freedom than their homeland, they were still 
cast in the low wage industrial jobs.” 

Example of unacceptable demonstration of a complex 
understanding: 

Å	 “Immigrants throughout the time period of 1880 to 1928 
typically came from Southern and Eastern Europe. These 
immigrants were searching for prosperity and wealth 
in America. Throughout 1965 to 2000, the majority of 
immigrants came from Latin America and the Caribbean. 
These immigrants were also in search of economic 
freedom. Therefore, the majority of immigrants came from 
different locations when comparing the two time periods.” 
(This response makes an attempt to address both parts of 
the question, however the limited facts presented and the 
lack of depth do not demonstrate a complex understanding 
of the either time period.) 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 8 
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